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“Our knowledge about any subject con-
sists of information and of know - how.
------ in mathematics, know—how  is
much more important than mere posses-
sion of information. Therefore, in the
high school, as any other level, we
should impart, along with a certain
amount of information, a certain degree
of ‘know-how to the student. What is
know—how in mathematics? The abi-
lity to solve problems —not merely rou-
tine problems but problems requiring
some degree of independence, judgment,
originality, creativity. Therefore, the
first and foremost duty of the high
school in teaching mathematics is to
emphasize methodical work in problem
solving.” (( 4, pp. Vi, Mil))
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(&) Cf. “The student needs to learn that v

a problem is a situation for which one

does not have a ready solution. He
needs to learn that he is supposed to
have difficulty with a problem, heis sup-
posed to have to deliberate... For the
student who does not understand the
meaning of a problem the teacher may
say: “dJohn, you are not supposed to
kow how to work that problem. You
are supposed to figureout a way to
work it. If you have trouble, that’s
what you should have...””

((1, p. 2481))
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“Solving problems is a practical art,
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as possible......” ((3, p. 1))
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